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PAST (FY 83)
National
D uring  the past fiscal year (FY 83) $12,375 billion in federa l-a id  
funds were ob ligated . This was the obligation  ceiling. W hen non-ceiling 
funds were added , $12.8 billion was ob ligated . This com pares to $8.2 
billion in FY 82.
T h e  1982 Surface T ran sp o rta tion  Assistance Act increased o b liga­
tions as follows: 25%  for regu lar In tersta te , 100% for In ters ta te  d iscre­
tionary, 200%  for In tersta te  rehab ilita tion , 60%  for federa l-a id  
p rim ary  and  68%  for b ridge rep lacem ent for FY 83.
FY 83 ach ieved  9 .83%  D isadv an tag ed  Business E n te rp rise  
p artic ip a tion  ($799.8 m illion) as com pared  to a goal o f 8 .84% .
Indiana
In In d iana  (FY 83), $270.5 m illion was ob ligated . T his also was In ­
d ia n a ’s ob ligation  ceiling plus those funds not u n der ob ligation  control. 
FY 83 saw 8.8%  D isadvantaged Business Enterprise p artic ip a tion  
achieved —$17.0 m illion —as com pared  to an  8 .0%  goal. This is up 
262%  from  FY 82.
PR ESEN T (FY 84)
National
T he obligation  ceiling for this year is $12.52 billion. T he  ra te  for 
the first q u a rte r  of 1984 was $725 m illion per m onth . It was significantly 
lower th a n  the average for the first quarters  of the first five years —$745 
m illion per m onth .
In tersta te-4R , federa l-a id  prim ary , and  b ridge obligations were up  
for the first qu arte r. However, In te rsta te  funds were way down —$35 
m illion per m on th  versus $202 m illion per m onth . This was due to the 
lack of approval by congress of the 1983 In tersta te  cost estim ate (ICE) 
for 1985 apportionm ents. T h e  total am oun t w ithheld  because ICE was 
not approved was $5.5 billion which was m ade up  of $3.6 billion In te r­
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state funds, $519 m illion In tersta te  transfer funds, $696 m illion 85%  
funds, an d  $635 m illion discretionary  funds. Congress has now a p ­
proved a six-m onths appo rtionm en t based on the 1981 cost estim ate. 
T his will give In d iana  $10 m illion, the m in im um  app o rtio n m en t. T h e  
In ters ta te  transfer funds will also be given out at 50%  as soon as the 
president signs the b il l— probably  this week. T he 85%  funds are still up  
in the air, bu t should be settled by the end of the week.
First cost estim ate, since the suprem e court decision on legislative 
veto previously was conta ined  in a jo in t resolution which could be a p ­
proved by congress. Now ICE m ust be included  in legislation to be 
passed by congress and  approved by the president. Such a bill could 
con ta in  o ther provisions —thus the present com plications.
T he states have a good backlog of In tersta te  projects ready to go. 
Ind ications are th a t all obligation  au thority  can be used. T he  FH W A  
recently de term ined  th a t $624 m illion d iscretionary funds could be re ­
leased. This is m ade  up  of $451 m illion in In tersta te  and  $173 m illion in 
In tersta te  T ransfer.
Indiana
For this year, In d ia n a ’s First q u a rte r  obligations were 25% . T he 
lim ita tion  was $49.2 m illion revised to $51.6 m illion. By Jan u ary  31 
$73.7 m illion h ad  been obligated.
T h e  funds effected by estim ates bu t not being approved are: In te r­
s ta te —$18.2 m illion, In tersta te  transfer —$4.9 m illion, m in im um  a p ­
portionm en t — $68.1 m illion .
Good progress was achieved on the D isadvantaged Business E n te r­
prise th rough  Jan u ary  20 — 13.3%  (1982 act requires 10% ).
FU TU R E (FY 85 AND BEYOND)
National
T h e  adm in istra tion  FY 85 budget has been subm itted  to congress. 
Federal-aid  to highways was $13,875 billion —the sam e as au tho riza ­
tions con ta ined  in the 1982 act. T h e  to tal, inc lud ing  tha t not subject to 
lim itation , will be $14.8 billion.
W e need approval of 83 In tersta te  estim ate to appo rtion  the re ­
m ain ing  1985 and  1986 funds.
Some fu tu re  legislation possibly could: requ ire  states to use at least 
8%  of highway safety apportionm ents for p rogram s concern ing  child 
restra in t systems; perm it the safety of tran spo rta tion  to exem pt 
segm ents of the In tersta te  system from  large truck  usage; reduce the 
am oun t of federa l-a id  highw ay funds for any sta te whose d rink ing  age is 
less than  21.
T ruck ing  associations are push ing  h a rd  for revision of h igher taxes
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included in the 1982 act for heavy trucks. Two identical bills have been 
in troduced  —one senate and  one house. These w ould d rop  user tax  and 
raise federal fuel tax an  add itiona l five cents per gallon. T he truck 
lobby favors these bills. T h e  1982 act req u ird  D O T  study alternatives to 
use the tax  on heavy vehicles. T he study does not recom m end any. How ­
ever, the study finds a six-cent per gallon diesel fuel tax  increase to ­
gether w ith a $650 user tax  the best. T he  study has been presented  to 
congress.
T h e  congressional budget office has w arned  tha t at the present rate  
of authorizations, the increase in gas tax in the 1982 act will not be suf­
ficient. W e are au thorizing  at the ra te  of $14.4 billion per year while the 
trust fund  is accum ulating  at $10.5 billion per year. T his shortfall 
would require  a fu rth e r two-cent per gallon increase in the n ear fu ture.
T h e  estim ated au thorizations for apportionm ent in the 82 act are:
Indiana
1985 N on In tersta te
1986 In tersta te  
$281.3 m illion
1986 N on In tersta te
1987 In tersta te  
$299.4 m illion
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